ETHN217
Economic Development in Asia

Week 3:
Asia in Australia

1.0 Australian immigration policy

The White Australian Policy (including a dictation test in any European language) was first established in 1901, and abolished in 1973.

2.0 Australian immigration history

1788 Convicts and soldiers of British origins

1850’s

Gold Rush brought in the Chinese

1901 Immigration Restriction Act

Post WWII
Predominantly European migration, mostly from Italy and Greece

1960’s
Colombo Plan brought a small number of Asian students from S.E. Asia, notably from Singapore and Malaysia.  The students were predominantly ethnic Chinese.

1970’s
Vietnamese migration on humanitarian grounds

1990’s
Chinese (from Hong Kong and Taiwan), and Japanese as business and skilled migrants

3.0 Characteristics and trends of immigration into Australia

Shift from U.K./ Ireland to Europe, then Asia

Shift from humanitarian to business investment

Shift of emphasis from family reunion to skills

4.0 Arrival categories from Asia

· Humanitarian (Vietnamese)

· Education 

Degree courses (more than 12 months): predominantly non-Japanese

ELICOS (less than 12 months): predominantly Japanese

· Skilled / business investment  

Chinese (Hong Kong, Taiwan)

Japanese

· Tourists – importance of Japan

· Working holiday – mostly Japanese in relation to tourism

5.0 Economic development in Asia impacting on people movement into Australia

· Colombo Plan

· Unification of Vietnam under communist rule

· Tien An Men Square

· Reversion of Hong Kong to Chinese rule

· The bubble economy of Japan and the coincidence of Australia’s high interest rate policy in the late 1980’s          business migrants.

The bursting of the bubble economy exposed weaknesses in the Japanese economy, which led to increased FDI (foreign direct investment) activities within Japan, notably from U.S.A.  Hence the growing importance of English studies.

6.0 History of Foreign Direct Investment within Australia

Mining (U.S.A.)

Meat processing (U.K.)

Feedlots (Japan)

More recently,

Automobile (Japan)

Tourism (Japan)

Most recently,

Car parts (Japan)

Call centres (various countries), combining our multi-lingual capabilities with technology

7.0 Business opportunities within Australia

Exposure to international marketing within Australia in the following industries:

Real estates

Banking – call centres, financial markets

Education – secondary, university, TAFE

Tourism – restaurants, hotels

Culture – newspapers, SBS, movies

8.0 Backlash against Asian migration and economic presence

Pauline Hanson

9.0 Latest government policy on immigration 

10.0 Discussion

· How would you promote Australian education (QUT ad)?

· How would you promote Asian FDI into Australia, eg. from Japan? (Web site: Invest Australia: http://www.investaustralia.gov.au)

· Can we promote health services like education? What are the difficulties?

· How was tourism promoted?

· Public relations: How would you educate and change some Australians’ attitude towards: 

1) the importance of imports

2) racism against Asians?

